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 “Pride and Prejudice” is a well-known novel written by Jane Austen, which is deeply concerned with human’s manners and personalities, as well as their attitude towards marriage. This is not a simple love story, but a story which authentically reflects the author’s society, its social classes and its social system. Most surprisingly, the author adopted her wonderful style of satire and humor, and the typical verbal language to tell us a story with a happy ending.

The story was set in the England society of 18th century. “Everyone knows that a single man with a fortune must want a wife.” This famous phrase is the truth in Austen’s age. She proved it through the family of Bennet. Mr. Bennet was a gentleman in a village. Though he has a considerable fortune, he could only inherit it to a son. Unfortunately, he merely had five daughters. None of them could get a coin. The girls had to lead a living through marriage. Therefore, a man with a fortune could easily attract the girls. As their mother Mrs. Bennet said, “Oh! Single, my dear! A single man of large fortune. What a good thing for our girls!” Thus, marriage was concerned primarily with money and status, not the love between the couple. Love was not the major consideration. The economic benefit was the first choice. This situation was especially true to the girls in Austen’s society.

Mrs. Bennet was eager to have her five daughters well-married. When Mr.Bingley moved into the neighborhood. Jane, the eldest daughter, fell in love with him. He was a young man with great fortune and gentle manner. However, with misunderstanding and arrogant attitude, Jane’s sister Elizabeth and Mrs.Bennet failed to get along with Mr.Bingley’s sisters and his friend Mr. Darcy. Elizabeth was best represented as a prejudiced person in the story .She was suspicious of many people from preventing marriage between Jane and Mr. Bingley, and often criticized Mr. Darcy to be a disagreeable man. On the other hand, Mr. Darcy stood for a prideful man in the story. He had not been expressing himself well, most time cold and silent. 

Fortunately, although Elizabeth had once proudly refused Mr. Darcy’s proposal, she soon found out his real and lovely personality. They began to understand each other and communicate again. At the end of the story, Jane and Mr. Bingley, as well as Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy, married with happiness. Although in the deepest part of their hearts, they want to get what they want from their partners, to some extent, there would really have true love.

There were many conflicts between the story’s characters. For example, Mrs. Bennet obviously disliked Mr. Darcy, and Mr. Bingley’s sisters behaved rudely to Elizabeth. Most of us do know being conceited and abusive is surely not a proper way to communicate with others. Nevertheless, people often behave like this. Then they regret and feel ashamed of it. After reading this book, I realized that it is essential to be friendly and sociable. People of self-importance and pride are usually regarded as insupportable. They cannot maintain good relationship with others, or even make friends.  It is important to be considerate towards people. 

Through the story’s depiction, l obtain a clear background of the past England society. People’s emphasis on social classes and status was obvious at the time. It was rare for marriages that were depended on the people’s choices, but based on considering each other’s fortune and connection. This is due to the social background. The majority of girls had to win bread through marriage. Eve the educated girls, besides getting married, they had no other choices. It means girls intend to choose a husband with fortune. The fiction helps us to explore the relationship between money and marriage. In fact, marriages in that period were largely based on economy. In the modern society, it is believed that marriages should develop freely and with true love. But there are still many exceptions. Poverty is afflicting. Some girls would like to choose a man with wealth rather than true love. 

Jane Austen’s depiction of the characters was appreciable. Care of details was shown in every single sentence. Tension and strong feelings of people were all well-expressed. And, her novel’s content was contradictory between reasons and sentiment. This is why her writing gives me such a deep impression. Moreover, there are quite a lot of amazing sentences the readers can absorb from the fiction. Many phrases are meaningful and concise, and the conversations are verbal and active. Austen wisely used his specific writing style to reflect what she wanted to tell us. For instance, the most remarkable sentences in the fiction are, “she did not think highly of man or matrimony, but marriage was the only honorable possibility for well-educated young woman of small fortune. It might not make them happy, but it would save them from being poor.” The sentences fully show most of the girls’ thought about marriage. As a matter of fact, some girls nowadays have the same attitude.

Unlike the contemporaries of her age, Jane Austen never intended to write about the noticeable events of that period, such as French Revolution or major wars. Instead, she faithfully demonstrated the minor affairs around her. She wrote what she was familiar with. Her fiction generally showed us the daily life of the middle class of the society and the wonderful country landscape. It seems the fiction is able to bring the reader back to Austen’s living environment.

Reading this book is just like watching an exciting and dramatic movie, in which the characters struggled in a complicated relation. It has an interesting content. I love the story, especially the happy ending that make me relaxed and delighted. I would highly recommend this excellent novel to all of you. 
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